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Abstract 

In recent years, geopolitical shifts have significantly altered Russian outbound tourism 
patterns, redirecting flows toward Asian destinations. Among these, the Special 
Administrative Region of China has emerged as a notable option due to its unique culture, 
visa-free entry for Russians, and diverse tourism offerings. This study examines Macao's 
appeal to Russian tourists, analyzing factors such as its historical and cultural attractions. 
The research also explores strategies to enhance Macao's visibility in the Russian market. 
By leveraging cultural exchanges, joint tourism initiatives, and targeted marketing, 
Macao can solidify its status as a preferred destination for Russian travelers, thereby 
fostering deeper bilateral ties. 

Keywords  

Russian tourism, Macao Special Administrative Region, cultural tourism, cross-border 
tourism, China-Russia relations, hospitality industry, geopolitical cooperation.  

1. Introduction 

Due to the European sanctions imposed on Russia in 2022, tourist flows to traditional Western 
countries have significantly decreased. Russians have turned their attention to Asian countries 
for their vacations.   

The most common destinations remain Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, and Egypt [1, 2], as 

they offer beach vacations (which are the most preferred for Russians) as well as visa -free 
entry.   

In 2024, China ranked fourth among popular tourist destinations [1]. Russians are interested 
in this country because the visa procedures are relatively straightforward, and the country 
itself offers numerous travel opportunities — ranging from cultural tours to business trips.   

However, this study focuses on a specific administrative region of China — the Macao Special 
Administrative Region.   

2. Macao As A Culturally Hybrid Destination 

This region has been subject to diverse cultural and economic influences over many centuries, 
shaping a unique and valuable heritage that is of great interest to researchers and travelers [3]. 
The cultural landscape of the region distinctly reflects Chinese artistic styles, as well as 
elements of Portuguese cultural influence, which stem from historical trade and colonial ties. 
These interconnections have contributed to the formation of a distinctive cultural ecosystem 
that not only mirrors historical processes but also influences contemporary socio-economic 
development, thereby stimulating tourism. Travelers visit Macao to experience the blend of 
Portuguese cultural elements and Chinese cultural characteristics.   

2.1. Institutional and Legal Framework 

Under the principle of "One Country, Two Systems," which grants broad autonomy, legislative 
powers in the region are exercised by local egislative bodies. To promote inbound tourism and 
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increase the flow of tourists from the Russian Federation, a visa-free regime was introduced for 
Russian citizens starting from July 30, 2024, allowing stays of up to 30 days [4]. This measure 
aims to strengthen cross-border tourism ties and foster further cultural and economic 
cooperation between China and Russia. 

2.2. Transport Accessibility 

Currently, there are no direct flights or any other direct transportation links between Russian 
cities and the Macao Special Administrative Region. The typical tourist route is as follows: 
Russia cities (most often Moscow or St. Petersburg) – Beijing or Shanghai – Macao. Sometimes, 
the stopover city in the middle leg is replaced by Hainan Island or Hong Kong, where Russians 
also enjoy visa-free entry and well-developed tourist services.   

3. Tourist Motivations and Attractions 

Russians visiting Macao are primarily drawn by the unique combination of historical heritage 
and modern entertainment. In this way, Macao offers a multifaceted tourism product that 
combines cultural, leisure, and event components. 

3.1. Historical and Cultural Heritage 

In the historic center of the city, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, they visit iconic 
landmarks such as the Ruins of St. Paul's Cathedral, Senado Square, Monte Fort, and the A -Ma 
Temple. These monuments reflect the integration of Portuguese and Chinese cultures, this 
integration of Portuguese and Chinese cultures is of great interest to tourists seeking to explore 
the region's rich cultural and architectural heritage [5, 6].   

3.2. Modern Entertainment and Leisure 

In addition to historical attractions, Russians are also drawn to the famous casinos and 
entertainment complexes that have earned Macao the nickname "Asia's Las Vegas" [6].    

Moreover, Russian tourists appreciate the opportunity to visit museums, parks, and traditional 
markets, as this allows them to gain a comprehensive impression of the region's life and culture. 
Thus, for Russian tourists, Macao, which combines historical and cultural values with modern 
leisure activities, represents a multifaceted destination, contributing to the growth of cross -
border tourism and strengthening cultural ties between Russia and China.  

3.3. Russian-Language Services 

As part of the research, it was discovered that Russian-language tours are becoming 
increasingly popular in the region. Although there are fewer of them in comparison with 
neighboring cities such as Guangzhou and Hong Kong, their existence nonetheless indicates the 
demand for such services in Macao [7].   

4. Tourism Infrastructure and Market Structure 

Macao boasts a significant number of high-class hotels providing quality service to tourists. As 
of 2025, there are approximately 147 hotels in the region, 12 of which are 5 -star ones. The 
average hotel occupancy rate in April 2025 was 87.8%, with 5-star hotels showing an even 
higher rate of 90.9% [11].   

The well-developed hotel infrastructure, characterized by a large number of high-class hotels 
and high occupancy rates, demonstrates the region's significant potential for accommodating 
tourists and maintaining a high level of tourist service.   
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4.1. Composition of Tourist Flows 

Despite Macao's relatively high popularity among Russian tourists, Russia is not among the top 
ten origins in terms of tourist arrivals in this special administrative region. The main flow of 
tourists to Macao comes from China's mainland, Hong Kong, and Taiwan, which make up most 
of the tourist traffic [8].   

Although Government agencies in both countries do not publish exact data on the number of 
Russian tourists entering the region. However, given China's fourth place ranking among 
popular destinations for Russian visitors, it can be concluded that their numb ers are increasing 
[1]. Moreover, the introduction of visa-free travel for Russians in July 2024 may further boost 
tourist flows from Russia in the coming years, potentially altering the current structure of 
tourist arrivals in the region.   

5. Constraints and Promotion Measures 

Despite the simplified entry rules, tourist visits to Macao present challenges for Russians.  

5.1. Logistical and Administrative Barriers 

One reason, as previously mentioned, is the lack of direct flights from major Russian cities to 
the region. This forces tourists to make layovers in China's mainland or Hong Kong. Although 
many major Chinese cities allow long transit stays (up to 144 hours). However, there are 
occasions when a visa is required. Obtaining a Chinese visa entails a lengthy process and queues, 
thereby creating additional difficulties for travelers [9].   

Additionally, upon entry to Macao, Russian tourists may undergo selective immigration checks, 
including questions about the purpose of their trip and verification of accommodation and 
return tickets, which require additional document preparation. Local authorities strictly 
enforce regulations against overstaying the visa-free period, which can result in fines or future 
entry bans [10]. These factors, combined with insufficient marketing efforts in the Russian 
tourist market, limit the growth of tourist arrivals from Russia. 

5.2. Event-Based Image Building 

In recent years, Macao has organized various cultural and sporting events to attract Russian 
tourists, helping to shape a positive image of the region and broaden tourist interest in it.    

Among the most notable events is the Macao International Fireworks Display Contest, held 
annually in early autumn, which attracts many spectators with its spectacular displays and 
participation of teams from around the globe [12].   

Furthermore, the Macao International Music Festival, which features concerts by world -class 
orchestras and diverse musical programs against the backdrop of the region's historic 
landmarks, is of great interest to Russians. For sports enthusiasts, the Macao  Grand Prix, one of 
the most prestigious motorsports events, traditionally draws not only racers but also tourists 
from across the globe [12]. As for Russian athletes, they are currently not represented in 
international motorsport due to sanctions imposed by international sports organizations.   

These events and initiatives help raise Macao's profile in the Russian market and stimulate 
growth in tourist flows.   

6. Policy Learning and Bilateral Cooperation 

The Macao Special Administrative Region has significant tourism potential to attract more 
Russian tourists, with the visa-free travel policy already implemented as one key initiative. 

Macao could learn from Hainan Island, particularly the tourist city of Sanya. Sanya is very 
popular among Russians because, in addition to high-quality service, it offers a wide range of 
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Russian-language services. Training tourism professionals in Russian, developing 
informational materials, and offering services in Russian in Macao would enhance the comfort 
of Russian tourists and expand opportunities for cultural exchange.   

It is worth noting that in 2012–2013, Russia and China successfully held the "Tourism Cross 
Year" events, accompanied by numerous joint activities, exhibitions, and forums, which 
strengthened tourism and cultural ties [13]. In the current geopolitical context, as Russia and 
China deepen their close ties across all societal spheres, repeating such programs is more than 
feasible. Macao could leverage this situation to increase its visibility and appeal among Russian 
audiences.   

Even without such year-long programs, the Macao Special Administrative Region has multiple 
avenues for development in the Russian tourist market. Joint tourism exhibitions, forums, and 
cultural conferences involving representatives from Russia and Macao fa cilitate knowledge 
exchange, tourism infrastructure development, and the creation of new tourism products 
tailored to the preferences of both markets. 

7. Conclusion 

In conclusion, the introduction of visa-free travel for Russian citizens to Macao in 2024 has 
opened new prospects for the growth of tourist flows between Russia and China's Macao 
Special Administrative Region. Despite logistical challenges due to the lack of direct flights, 
Macao attracts Russian tourists with its unique blend of cultural heritage, modern 
entertainment, and high-quality service.   

The successful experience of cooperation between Russia and China in tourism, along with the 
growing interest of Russians in Asia, creates favorable conditions for boosting tourist flows to 
Macao. Implementing the proposed measures will allow the region to  occupy a more prominent 
place in the Russian tourist market and strengthen bilateral cultural and economic ties between 
China and Russia. 
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